
MOCAP/Virtual Education
Winter 2022 FAQ

The Kirkwood School District has committed to in-person learning opportunities for all K-12 students, five days a week, for the
2021-2022 school year.  Any student enrolled in the Kirkwood School District who was also enrolled as a full-time student the previous
semester can opt to take courses virtually through a MOCAP-approved vendor, in lieu of in-person learning through the district.  Launch
is the preferred vendor for KSD, given past experiences for our students and a positive working relationship with their program.  In order
to better support families with their decisions, we have compiled a list of frequently asked questions and their answers.

Q If we enroll in Launch to start the semester, can we return to Kirkwood for in-person learning when we feel more
comfortable with the health and safety of our family?

A All full-time virtual students in K-8 will be enrolled for the entire semester, but they can opt to return to in-person
learning at the end of each quarter, if desired.  High school students are encouraged to finish their
semester-based courses online, due to credit acquisition for those courses.

Q When is the first day of school for Launch?  Does Launch follow Kirkwood’s calendar?

A The second semester starts on January 4 for Launch (day before KSD), and they'll follow the calendar for
Springfield Public Schools.  The last day to register for Launch is Friday, January 14.

Q Is Launch for K-5 students similar to what students experienced last year in Kirkwood at Home?

A Yes, families can expect a similar experience to Kirkwood at Home, although there will be some differences.
Much of the Launch school day will be live or synchronous in nature, as was the case with KAH last year.  Much
like Kirkwood, the Launch/Springfield curricula are closely aligned with the Missouri Learning Standards.
Launch uses Canvas as their learning management system, which is similar to Schoology but has its own look.
Kirkwood students can expect to be placed in K-5 classes with students from around the state of Missouri, as
we will not have enough Kirkwood Kids to comprise an entire section.

Q How big are the class sizes in Launch?

A Launch classes are typically maxed at 25 for elementary grades, with middle and high school class sizes of up
to 33 students per teacher.  In addition, Launch now has administrators and counselors dedicated specifically to
Launch and their students.

Q What if my child has an IEP?  Will students with disabilities still have their needs met via Launch?

A We are asked to provide Launch with a copy of student IEPs, as K-8 teachers will provide accommodations and
modifications for those with Individualized Education Plans or 504 Plans.  Actual special education minutes will
not be provided by Launch, so Kirkwood/SSD staff will reconvene the IEP, working with families to determine the
best course of action in support of student needs.

Special education services and minutes are available for students in high school, with specially-designed
instruction, data collection/progress monitoring, and regular communication with Kirkwood and SSD.  Actually
case management will still occur with special education staff in Kirkwood.
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Q Will students have synchronous (live) instruction with teachers and classmates or will all learning be
asynchronous?

A K-5 instruction will be a mix of live instruction and independent learning, with whole group and small group
instruction scattered throughout the learning day.  Daily specials (art, music, PE) will be asynchronous.

Middle and high school students have the option of live or asynchronous instruction for English, math, science,
and social studies courses.  Students opting for live instruction are expected to log in for live time with the
teacher at least twice weekly.

Q Will students enrolled in Launch still have access to Kirkwood-issued iPads and/or laptops for their learning?

A Yes, Launch students will still be enrolled in the Kirkwood School District and will thus still have access to our
one-to-one technology.  While Launch will work on the iPads, K-8 students can also request use of a Launch
Chromebook, if so desired.

Q Will parents/guardians have regular communication with teachers, via Launch?

A Yes, is committed to regular home-school communication with virtual families, just as they would be with
in-person learning.  Communication may occur via email, phone calls, and/or Zoom.  In addition, Launch will
soon be launching a Parent Portal, their all-new feature for parents to stay up to date on their students’ progress
in Launch virtual classes.  In the Parent Portal, guardians will be able to see an overview of their students’
current grades and have access to quick links to navigate to the Canvas page for each course. Families will also
be able to find guides and resources for supporting their virtual students, see a schedule of upcoming parent
webinars presented by National Board certified Launch counselors, and sign up to receive newsletters.
Directions for signing up for a Launch Parent Portal account will be included with your child's Launch enrollment
report.

Q Do we have to use Launch for online learning?

A MOCAP legislation provided Missouri families with the option of using one of several approved vendors for
virtual instruction.  Kirkwood has a strong partnership with Launch, as it’s preferred online partner, but we will
usually enroll students with other programs, if such a request is made.  Launch curricula are aligned with
Missouri Learning Standards, with classes taught by Missouri teachers.  We believe their program offers a level
of rigor and student-centered design consistent with our expectations for Kirkwood students.

KHS students interested in taking health, personal finance, or physical education classes online should contact
a counselor.  These asynchronous courses may be available within Kirkwood, using Schoology and KSD staff.

Q If Launch is the way our family wants to go, how do we get started?

A Your first step for Launch enrollment is to complete Kirkwood’s online request form.  This information lets us
know of your interest and signals our need to enroll your child in Launch.  Once enrolled, you should hear from
Launch within days, likely via email.  We encourage interested families to complete the request form as soon as
possible, as some classes do have wait lists and elementary enrollment was paused for some time in the fall,
due to teacher shortages.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeWUyCqmjUlDkU90PWNW0WX5Ni1wC1oR8WrfkqDVD4UxBQMbA/viewform

